The Split
Prior to 1877, St. Louis County encompassed the City of St. Louis plus all other areas within the county boundaries including such towns as Kirkwood and Florissant. During that time, the county seat was the City of St. Louis. Often called the "Great Divorce," the split occurred after the citizens of St. Louis County (that included both city and county) voted on the question of whether the City of St. Louis should separate from the county and become an independent city. 
The vote took place 22 Aug 1876, and the initial count indicated that the separation question had failed by just over 100 votes. Supporters of separation then brought charges, including fraud, and a recount was ordered. The recount took four months so it was late 1876 before it was determined that the vote for separation had passed. 
 The Dividing Point
This separation of city and county affects where public records of interest to genealogists are housed after 1876. While the split actually occurred in 1876, it was 1877 before parallel record keeping systems-one for the city and one for the county-existed. 
If you are looking for a public record in St. Louis, it is helpful to first determine if the event-or the recording of it-took place prior to the end of 1876, or after the beginning of 1877. This division point is best used only as a "rule of thumb" for records in the time period around and after the split as that is often a "gray area." Keep in mind that it was not until December of 1878-two years after the vote-that the newly built St. Louis County Courthouse, located in the new county seat of Clayton, Mo., was ready for occupancy. The number of records found in St. Louis County record books for the years 1877-1878 is sparse. 
On August 22, 1876 the City of St. Louis voted to secede from St. Louis County and become an independent city. At that time the County was primarily rural and sparsely populated, and the fast-growing City did not want to spend its tax dollars on infrastructure and services for the inefficient county; the move also allowed some in St. Louis government to increase their political power.
